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LIBERTY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

Minutes of August 29, 2017 

 

 

The Liberty Township Board of Zoning Appeals held a meeting and Public Hearing on August 29, 2017, in the 

Liberty Township Administrative Building, 2095 Reynoldsburg-Baltimore Road, Baltimore, Ohio 43105. 

 

The meeting and Public Hearing were called to order at 7:00pm by Chairman Bill McNeer with the following 

members present:  Chairman Bill McNeer, Jack Schafer, Tom Marsh, Karl Kumler, Todd Liston, Zoning Inspector 

Jim Anthony and Secretary Lori Anthony.  Alternate David Stone was present but not seated. 

 

All joined in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chairman McNeer noted a correction on page 9 the eighth and ninth lines from the bottom instead of the letter 

I it should be Aye.  Tom Marsh noted the same correction was needed on page 11.  Karl Kumler a motion to 

approve the minutes of the July 18, 2017 meeting as corrected and Tom Marsh seconded the motion.  All were 

in favor of the motion so the minutes were approved as corrected. 

 

There was public in attendance. 

 

Chairman McNeer reviewed the By-laws.  He then asked each Board member if they had a business, social or 

family conflict of interest with the applicants.  Each individually replied no. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  At this time I will swear in the Zoning Inspector.  Raise your right hand.  Do you swear and 

affirm that the testimony you are providing is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you 

God? 

 

Zoning Inspector Anthony:  I do. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Please state your name and your position. 

 

Zoning Inspector Anthony:  Jim Anthony, Zoning Inspector for Liberty Township. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Please explain the reason for the conditional use. 

 

Zoning Inspector Anthony:  So we’re here tonight for Walter and Yolanda Adams.  They’ve got that beautiful 

house on 9482 uh Carroll Northern Road and we’re here tonight to ask for, they would like to ask for a 

conditional use to go from Adult Family Home to Adult Group Home.  That’s in Section 9.2. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Is the uh family home, is a permitted use is that correct? 

 

Zoning Inspector Anthony:  Correct for rur, rural residential. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  And the Adult Family Home requires a condition use. 

 

Zoning Inspector Anthony:  Correct that’s why we’re here tonight. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  The uh application was filed what date Lori? 

 

Secretary Anthony:  August 8 
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Chairman McNeer:  So we had to have the meeting within 60 days so we meet that requirement.  Notice in the 

newspaper is 10 days prior. 

 

Secretary Anthony:  It ran in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette on Wednesday, August 16 and in the Buckeye Lake 

Beacon on Saturday, August 19. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Notice of parties of interest at least 10 days prior. 

 

Secretary Anthony:  They were mailed August 15. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  The property is zoned RR.  Correspondence received other than that what is, which is in the 

original application. 

 

Secretary Anthony:  There was no additional correspondence or communication received. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  I have one on the August 27, 22 of 2017 I left a voice mail for Fairfield County Health um 

inspector David Plummer and then I notified Lori of the question on septic system and then on August 24, 2017 I 

spoke with David Plummer concerning septic system.  And then you have this here this 

 

Secretary Anthony:  Yea I have, per your request, I communicated with Yolanda via email and I gave everyone a 

copy of the email and the attachments that I sent. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So those 2 items would be correspondence that wasn’t included in the application.  We are 

up to the conditional use of the uh, the application didn’t indicate it we are talking about zoning resolution 11.2 

so if uh which one wants to speak we’ll swear you in and uh go from there.  Raise your right hand please while 

she passes those out.  Do you swear to tell the whole truth, nothing but the truth so help you God? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  I do. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Thank you very much.  State name and your address and then go ahead. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  My name is Yolanda Adams uh address 9482 Carroll Northern Road.  First of all I would like to 

thank you guys for the hearing and allowing us to kind of express our interest in changing our Adult Family 

Home to an Adult Group Home.  Uh we were licensed with the State of Ohio and I have that insert in there for 

you of our license with the State of Ohio in July 2016, I’m sorry in April 2016.  We received our resident in April, 

in July 2016 and then just last year we were approved with the VA to be a medical foster home so we’re kind of 

dually certified if you will to have veterans in our home as well as non-veterans.  Um, 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So this one uh from the uh Bureau of License ___ Certification is that what you are referring 

to in these two? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes 

 

Chairman McNeer:  License 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Those are with the State of Ohio.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  So this is the executed as Exhibit A and then you mention the veterans. 
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Yolanda Adams:  It should be right behind it. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok that’s from um Tracy Loudermilk ____ ok sorry go ahead. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yep no problem.  Um my husband and I, Walter and he’ll speak next, um it was our desire to 

open up initially an Adult Family Home um got this desire just from I’m an occupational therapist and have been 

for about 22 years and worked in nursing homes and just really felt like the elderly weren’t getting the, the 

compassionate care and getting the services that they deserve.  Um, in doing that I uh found myself a mentor 

herself she has three houses out in Westerville and she just began to mentor me probably about 15 or so years 

ago.  We had small children when we first desired to do this and we just found it’s more important for us to raise 

our children first so now that they are all raised our son he has his master’s degree from Ohio State.  He’s 

working at Riverside and our daughter’s in nursing school so when that happened we became empty nesters.  

We thought we were gonna be for a while but this came available to us and so we started um our Adult Family 

Home, got licensed with the State and like I said we had our first resident in July um of last year.  Uh since then 

we’ve grown.  We have four additional residents in addition to that resident and so the State of Ohio license 

you, licenses you as an Adult Family Home for up to five residents.  At that point, we then have to become an 

Adult Group Home which is a conditional use that we’re asking for today.  Um I’ve provided a few different 

things in your packet there.  Um I don’t know if you had any specific questions.  Some of the questions that Lori 

was mentioning we tried to provide those things.  Uh you mentioned that you had spoken with David Plummer.  

At that time he said that we needed to have our septic tank inspected by someone at Fairfield County Health 

approved.  We had already had it inspected so we went ahead and got inspected again on Sunday but then he 

came back and said that we could use the inspection that we already had so I included a copy of both of those 

uh inspections for you guys today. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  I see one February 10, 2017. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  From Shaun. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  And then there should be one from Sunday in there as well.  I’ll actually let my husband kinda 

speak to that because he’s been the one speaking with David Plummer. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  I only see the one 

 

Yolanda Adams:  I’m sorry that is correct.  The one from 2017 is there because David came back and said that we 

could use the initial one that we had inspected so we didn’t include the one from Sunday. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok so this, this would be Exhibit C.  We’ll go back to that  

 

Yolanda Adams:  Ok 

 

Chairman McNeer:  when your husband speaks. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Sure. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok anything else you got uh.  Is all the rest of this just information? 
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Yolanda Adams:  Yea just information.  Um there were a few um areas of the conditions that we wanted to make 

sure that we address um and if you had any questions to try to provide some additional information that you 

may have needed uh for that. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Alright I see here um Aqua Drilling November 20, 2015.  This is before you purchased the 

property right?  Correct? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  No uh yes, yes I’m sorry it is.  Uh when we were uh acquiring the property we found that the 

septic system, we weren’t sure if it was working properly so we wanted to have it inspected so we had it 

inspected before we purchased the property. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So this is Exhib, Exhibit D. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  And that’s for the well.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  Is that the right one?  Make sure that is the right one she is talking about. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Mine is in color yours yep. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  And what’s this lab, laboratory analysis? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Um we also had the water inspected.  Um one of the conditions um to be licensed with the 

State of Ohio the water has to be up to code so we had the water inspected as well. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  How often do you have to get inspections? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Um, our, we get our licensed renewed every two years and so um they really haven’t’, they 

really haven’t’ mentioned how often we have to get the water inspected as long as we have the initial inspection 

but because of the, you know residents that we had and, and ourselves as well we also live on the property we 

um had it done then and we can have it done you know as often as we felt like it needed to. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So this exhibit we are up to E now.  Is this property tax exempt? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  No. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  The sketch data that was provided doesn’t show a wood deck on the rear of the property 

um and but the auditor’s office the latest one shows it.   

 

Yolanda Adams:  Are you rreferring to the um, the um the satellite view that was provided?  Is that what I’m 

sorry I don’t know 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok.  Yes that’s it.  The sketch data that was provided doesn’t have a wood deck on, on it, on 

the rear of the property be on the west side. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Ok.  Ok.  Oh yes that’s in here uh huh.  Yes it does have a wood deck on the back. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Is there some reason why it doesn’t, why did, where did you get your copy you provided us?   

 

Jack Schafer:  It come in the packet too. 
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Yolanda Adams:  If you’ll swear my husband in he’ll 

 

Chairman McNeer:  He’ll respond to that question.  Ok.   

 

Yolanda Adams:  But at the top it’s from the uh Fairfield County um online auditor at the time. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok what I’m getting around to is that shows no deck this shows a wood deck and I want to 

make sure everything is 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Right 

 

Chairman McNeer:  lined up. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  I’m not sure why it doesn’t show the wood deck but it was there when we purchased it. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Um I got another question before we go on uh the auditor’s website also shows, also shows 

six bedrooms, four bath, four full baths and two half baths.  Is that, is that a question for your husband? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh I, I can answer it.  I’m not sure where that information came from.  The house has uh eight 

bedrooms and six bathrooms.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok I know when I talked to, to uh inspector Dave 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh huh Plummer from the 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Plummer he indicated they had a website that we don’t have access to that he indicated 

what you said is correct six uh bathrooms 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Eight bathrooms, uh eight bedrooms and six bathrooms 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Six bathrooms 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes 

 

Jack Schafer:  On this page right here 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Yep.  But I’m saying Dave Plummer indicated on his website 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh huh 

 

Chairman McNeer:  That this was, what you submitted was correct based.  I just wanted to make sure in case 

anybody comes back questions, questions is this riht or wrong. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes that is correct it’s 8 and 6.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  And there’s 6000 square feet of living space.  Is that an estimate, is it a round off figure? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  It, it’s can you swear him in? 

 

Chairman McNeer:  We’ll put that question aside.   
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Yolanda Adams:  Ok 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Why don’t we swear in Mr., Mr.  Adams and let, let him answer some questions that I have. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Ok 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Alright.   

 

Walter Adams:  Good evening. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Good evening.  Would you raise your right hand please?  Do you swear to tell the truth, the 

whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

 

Walter Adams:  Yes 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Please state your name and your position and 

 

Walter Adams:  My name is Walter Adams and uh I live at 9482 Carroll Northern.  We’ve been there since 

December 2015.  Um, 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok. Now can you touch on some of the things we been talking about, the deck iteself,  

 

Walter Adams:  Well, can I go back to the, the well? 

 

Chairman McNeer:  The well 

 

Walter Adams:  Well, I mean the septic system.  I talked to um I think back in well we had the well inspected um 

when we moved and but I had talked to somebody back I think in January or December and they said that when 

you, when you have a septic system it has to be inspected twice a year and um then that has to go to the health 

department.  So I called the health department got, got ahold of the health department.  I wanted to figure out 

who because everybody that would come out and see the septic system didn’t know how, didn’t know anything 

about it and so uh I called the health department and they told me who built the system and who would inspect 

it.  So we called  

 

Chairman McNeer:  Which health department county or state? 

 

Walter Adams:  Where, wherever 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Fairfield County 

 

Walter Adams:  Wherever David Plummer is.  So um we called TEK I think his name was Chaz Kaiser is the owner 

he’s the one that installed the system they know all the codes to the system and all this stuff that so they came 

out and I believe in February so we got a call from David Plummer the other day and said that Chaz wasn’t on 

their list or approved people to, to inspect and I said well you guys are the ones that told me that I was 

supposed to call them to come out and inspect it.  So um then I talked to David Plummer this afternoon and I, 

and then he said well Chaz is on their list but he was under a different name or a different company so is 

officially able to inspect our system.  He’s the one that put it in so he was officially able to inspect it so last, I 

think Sunday, Sunday we had another company come in.  He didn’t know, he knew how to inspect the system 

but he didn’t know anything, any other parts as far as he could just tell me it was working good and so um so we 
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I talked to David Plummer today this afternoon as a matter of fact and uh he said he had got ahold of Chaz but 

Chaz was under a different name or something in their system so he is licensed with them to inspect our system.  

So it’s a good inspection. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So what, when do you have to have it inspected again? 

 

Walter Adams:  Uh, it, you gotta have it inspected every six months. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  And that’s on a schedule? 

 

Walter Adams:  Yea.  And we didn’t know that until um um who told us that till Chaz came out the first time.  We 

didn’t know anything about that.  We just knew we had it inspected but we didn’t know we had to inspect it 

every six months till Chaz came out. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  You mention in the first of your statement  

 

Walter Adams:  Uh huh 

 

Chairman McNeer:  About December, January.  Were you talking about December 2015 or December 2016? 

 

Walter Adams:  Well, we had it, we had it inspected when we first initially moved into the house when we first 

got our first resident then we had every, cause we had to have everything and then um it was inspected the first 

part of the year uh in February but we didn’t know that we had to do it every six months until Chaz told us.  We 

just thought we had to do it annually um like we’re, we’re city people.  We’re, we’ve lived in uh Westerville uh 

we raised our kids in Westerville so we, we kinda came, came out this, this way and was like wow we wasn’t 

used to um 

 

Yolanda Adams:  the well 

 

Walter Adams:  the well and when you said septic system and anything of that nature so, so it’s all new to us but 

we didn’t realize until Chaz had came, Chaz, Chaz came out um and told us that we had to do it uh semi-

annually.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  Now will Chaz look this over and say you have this size tank and you have it pumped so 

often or  

 

Walter Adams:  Uh it kinda varies because um now the guy that came out Sunday said that um there’s like two, 

two parts of the system.  You have a holding tank for something and for water and then you have a holding tank 

for the sledge, sludge or whatever it is but uh they were saying that um that the previous owners never had it, 

had it um had it um pumped and they were there for five years but they never had it pumped for five years so I 

didn’t know how, how they could go that long without never having it pumped and so we keep it pumped 

regularly you know just to be on the safe side just to keep everything working 

 

Chairman McNeer:  What’s, what’s regularly? 

 

Walter Adams:  Uh regularly, uh I think we do it every about six months.  We try to get it done every six months. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  You have, you have any idea what size the tank is? 
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Walter Adams:  Uh it’s it should be on the paper I think it’s 3000 gallons.  It should be, it’s like 15 in one area and 

15 in the other area.  It’s about 3000, 3500 something like that. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  The reason I’m asking is on the Department of Health for Ohio it talks about septic, septic 

tanks it’s a 25 tank size with 8 people living in the house it’s every four years now if you double that it would be 

every two years I would think I think 

 

Walter Adams:  Well when the previous owner had it, um she had eight kids and plus her and so I don’t know 

how they went five years without having, having it done and then to, I did talk to Chaz, Chaz before and he said 

they had to go out, go out one time um to clean it out because they were putting cigarette butts down there.  

They were putting um sanitary napkins down there I mean there was just stuff that you never knew.  We were, 

we were, not having a septic system before we never knew that you couldn’t put like paper towels down there 

or anything like that.  We didn’t know that cause an issue so we even told our staff that you know only thing 

that um we even switched our toilet paper because we were using Northern and he told us to go and use uh 

Angel Soft because it breaks up a little bit better so there was a lot of things we didn’t know about a septic 

system but we’ve learned, we’ve learned.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  Any other questions on septic systems? 

 

Tom Marsh:  I do. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Yes sir. 

 

Tom Marsh:  When you talked to David Plummer did he mention anything about a small flow onsite sewage 

treatment systems for more people that were involved than just generally occupy a house? 

 

Walter Adams:  No 

 

Tom Marsh:  Really?  Cause I, I just downloaded something from the um Fairfield Department of Health that says 

for a, what’s it say, um for larger systems they require a small flow onsite sewage treatment system but that 

doesn’t necessarily apply to you. 

 

Walter Adams:  Uh he never mentioned anything  

 

Tom Marsh:  Hum ok. 

 

Walter Adams:  His biggest thing was who we, who, who was the person that inspected it. 

 

Tom Marsh:  But, but that was for the previous application not for the application you are applying for? 

 

Walter Adams:  The application we’re, we’re Adult Home now, we are applying for Adult Group Home so we are 

looking to have at least eight residents. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Oh, I thought it said 15. 

 

Walter Adams:  Well we’ve got the capacity to have 15 but we don’t want that many. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Oh.   

 

Yolanda Adams:  Can I talk for now.  
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Chairman McNeer:  Yea state your name before you begin. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yolanda Adams.  Uh the house has the capacity to have 15 residents and initially we thought 

about doing that because the bottom is a living space and has the egress windows and so when the VA came out 

and inspected and when the State of Ohio came out and inspected they did say that we could have residents in 

the basement as well um but I don’t know.  For the elderly I just really feel like having the worries of getting your 

family member up the steps in the case of an emergency or you know we thought about building an elevator um 

we’re just kind of tabling that for right now and we just want to go with the residents on the main level. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  But, we, we can make conditions and say you can only have eight. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Ok 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Or something like that but I just wanted to make sure do we wanna stay with 15 I’ll let 

these, these  guys talk about that but just saying conditionally, we can put conditions on the conditional use and 

saying you’ll be limited to so much or limited so much like this  

 

Yolanda Adams:  Oh ok 

 

Chairman McNeer:  That’s why what you want you need to ask for right, right 

 

Yolanda Adams:  So shall I say 15 and you will 

 

Chairman McNeer:  I would think so as long as you got the bedroom space. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Ok then we’ll say that then. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Cause I’ve seen it.  Eight, eight bedrooms right? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes 

 

Chairman McNeer:  You only have two per bedroom correct? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Correct.  We have 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Sir 

 

Walter Adams:  We have one private room. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Is that, is that one of the bedrooms, 

 

Walter Adams:  One of the bedrooms is a private room. 

 

Jack Schafer:  So you’re basically using seven bedrooms for patients. 

 

Walter Adams:  Right 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So that limits you to 14.   
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Yolanda Adams:  No I’m sorry.  So there are eight bedrooms altogether.  One of the rooms is smaller than the 

rest of the rooms so we decided to make it a private room so if we had the total of 9 upstairs and then we could 

have a total of 6 downstairs.   

 

Tom Marsh:  Does the downstairs have bathroom facilities? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes there’s two bathrooms in the basement. 

 

Walter Adams:  And 3 bedrooms 

 

Yolanda Adams:  And is fully furnished and has the egress windows. 

 

Walter Adams:  There is storage space that is probably about the size of, a little bigger than this room but 

 

Chairman McNeer:  You’ve gotta state what size cause this is all audio  

 

Walter Adams:  Oh 

 

Chairman McNeer:  saying the size  

 

Walter Adams:  I can’t tell you, I can’t tell you the size unless I estimate. 

 

Tom Marsh:  So, so do you know if, how does the sewage get from a lower level? 

 

Walter Adams:  Injection 

 

Tom Marsh:  Injection ok. 

 

Walter Adams:  I did learn that.  Like I said we learned as we went.  You know we, a lot of this stuff is new to us 

when we moved into the house and so like we never in a house that had a, had a septic system or a well, or 

anything like so everything is kind of new to us. 

 

Todd Liston:  I have a question regarding, regarding the property itself. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Let’s I don’t wanna get, let’s wrap this septic system up first so I get 

 

Todd Liston:  This has to do with the septic system 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Oh ok go ahead. 

 

Todd Liston:  Um, I’ve lived out here quite a while and spent a lot of time going up and down Carroll Northern 

and I’ve noticed that when it rains it seems to flood a little bit. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  It does. 

 

Todd Liston:  And I, I have a concern with water, with flood water, with high flood plain water entering the well 

and/or septic system. 

 

Walter Adams:  Uh I think’s it, I mean all the yards out there flood.  I’m not quite sure why 

 



Page 11 of 29 

Todd Liston:  Well it’s, well it looks like a great big 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Oh yea 

 

Walter Adams:  Yea and I think it’s um I don’t know whether it’s the I mean all the yards out there flood.  I can’t 

figure it out.  I was trying to figure it out with my lawn guy that comes out there and said you know there’s 

certain areas he has to wait to cut because it is still kinda damp but I, I don’t understand why it floods like that 

but all the yards out there flood. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Are you think about the leach bed type system? 

 

Todd Liston:  Yea, yea where it can leach back in or the leach coming up through the ground and ___ middle of 

flood and then contaminating the well. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  It couldn’t contaminate the well 

 

Todd Liston:  Why couldn’t it? 

 

Walter Adams:  I’ve heard the term leach bed I think we have something like that.  We have a mound, mound 

system so I don’t know exactly but the ins and outs of the like I said  

 

Chairman McNeer:  You don’t have a mound system do you? 

 

David Stone:  No they came in and put a sewer system in our neighborhood.  Used to have them but ___ septic. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  That would be nice. 

 

Walter Adams:  When the fire guy came I was like well, cause he lives one of the streets where they did it, uh 

they put fire hydrants and we were like when do we get the public water and when do we get the public sewage 

so he said on our part of town side of the 

 

Yolanda Adams:  township 

 

Todd Liston:  It’s coming in the near future? 

 

Walter Adams:  We hope. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  We mentioned that as well as there is a development that may be going up on Carroll Northern 

that and at that time I think they are looking to do the sewer system and the water system at that time. 

 

Jack Schafer:  But that comes from Violet Township. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  And we’re in Liberty. 

 

Jack Schafer:  The dividing line for your road is down the middle between Violet and Liberty.  You’re in Liberty on 

the east side and Violet’s on the west. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes across 256, ok. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  No, across  
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Jack Schafer:  across Carroll Northern. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Oh across Carroll Northern. 

 

Todd Liston:  The center of the road is the dividing line  

 

Yolanda Adams:  Oh 

 

Jack Schafer:  The road 

 

Yolanda Adams:  ok 

 

Jack Schafer:  Carroll Northern is the dividing line for Liberty and Violet 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Ok got you. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Go back to your question I’m I’m having a seeing a flood would affect the well 

 

Todd Liston:  You have, you have a well.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok 

 

Todd Liston:  You have the septic system and the area floods.  The septic system is overcome by flood water.  It 

goes down in and it brings the stuff out of the septic system up and it can gravitate over towards the well and 

contaminate the well. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Then how deep is the well? 

 

Todd Liston:  It doesn’t matter how deep the well is.  It can still go into the well.  All it’s gotta do is enter through 

the top of it or through the pipe.  You understand what I’m saying Jack?  It’s just a concern. 

 

Jack Schafer:  Fairfield County Board of Health only require 

 

Todd Liston:  ___ the wells 

 

Jack Schafer:  They only require 50 feet separation. 

 

Todd Liston:  ok obviously, obviously it’s bigger if they’ve already inspected it though. 

 

Jack Schafer:  You all, you’ll normally see the well in front and the septic system in the back. 

 

Walter Adams:  Yea and we, ours is different. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh huh  

 

Walter Adams:  Our septic system is in the front and the well is in the back. 

 

Jack Schafer:  That was probably due to the nature of the land and they have to put the septic system in 

undisturbed soil. 
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Yolanda Adams:  Oh. 

 

Walter Adams:  Cause I, I know it’s a house, about 3 houses down a new build is out there and you hear the 

drilling of the well every day and so they, it’s on the side of the house though, almost, almost ____ in the 

middle. 

 

Jack Schafer:  The Board of Health tells where to put their septic system and then they have a requirement the 

well has to be so many feet away.  It’s 50 feet.  Used to be 50 feet. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Maybe I misunderstood but you mention a mound system? 

 

Walter Adams:  We do, it is mound.  There’s a mound on the side of the house. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  That we can never disturb because it is related to the septic system. 

 

Walter Adams:  It’s about the length of the yard really.  Almost the length of the yard. 

 

Jack Schafer:  The Board of Health came up with that about 15, 18 years ago to, if there is water problem on the 

land they build the mound system supposedly it’s more efficient than putting the septic and the leach field 

under level ground.  Has to do with the evaporation,  

 

Todd Liston:  they filter the water 

 

Jack Schafer:  filtering water that, when they pile a mound up like that the sun can get to all sides of it. 

 

Todd Liston:  You typically plant, plant water, water nurturing plants that like the water on top of those mounds 

____ 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Grass definitely goes better there 

 

Chairman McNeer:  ___ septic system. 

 

Todd Liston:  I’m done. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok everybody happy with septic system.  Could you run us by this wood deck that doesn’t 

show and 

 

Walter Adams:  Uh I’m not quite sure why the wood deck is not on here.  When we purchased the house the 

wood deck was there so 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok.  Do you know of any wood deck um permits that you have issued or was this before, 

before the uh 

 

Todd Liston:  He said it was there, he said it was there when they moved in. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  ___ yea but I’m talking before 2015 that this uh 

 

Zoning Inspector Anthony:  We haven’t given a permit for that property no. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Where you in office before 2015. 
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Jack Schafer:  Tom Spring issued the building permit for that property. 

 

Walter Adams:  And there’s two decks.  There’s one off the master bedroom.  There’s a mini one and then 

there’s the great big one that’s off both the kitchens. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok. 

 

Todd Liston:  Wheelchair accessibility to that deck? 

 

Yolanda Adams: Yes.  There’s a ramp. 

 

Walter Adams:  There’s a ramp on the front of 

 

Inaudible…talking over one another…. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes we had to do that for the State.  There was part of it that didn’t have the rail so we had to 

have it built. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok let’s step through unless unless somebody’s got some other questions, let’s step through 

the section 11.2 C the conditions.  And let me read this part 11.2C, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall issue a 

conditional use permit for an Adult Group Home if the proposed use complies with all, all conditions listed 

below in addition to the general conditions listed in Section 7.3C.  So what I am trying to make here is that we 

have to issue it provided that you’re compliant with everything.  So that’s why I want to make sure that we have 

all the T’s crossed and I’s dotted. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Right 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So the first one that comes up under 11.2C is the, has to be a minimum of 2 acres and how 

many acres do you have? 

 

Walter Adams:  2.4 or 2.9 

 

Yolanda Adams:  2.29 I think. 2.29 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Thank you.  2.29.  It’s 25 feet from the side lot line and 50 feet from the rear lot line?  Are all 

those conditions met for the house? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Do you have any idea how much side lot you have on each side?  How many feet? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  The best that we could do was just kinda look at the um, the aerial view that we, that, I don’t 

know I guess from a done where it comes from, um you know to know that you know it’s more than 25 feet.  

When we look at this.  That’s  

 

Walter Adams:  I’m not quite sure. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  When you look at the property 
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Chairman McNeer:  Jim, Jack do you remember when this was issued was there any variances issued with it on 

zoning permit or zoning permit for the house? 

 

Jack Schafer:  Actually when it was issued it was issued as a single family dwelling with a mother-in-law suite.  

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok but I’m saying that it met all that as far as you can remember?  Setbacks from the road, 

setback from the side lot, setback from the rear? 

 

Jack Schafer:  That was Tom Spring took care of that.  Is it in the file? 

 

Chairman McNeer:  It would be in the file. 

 

Jack Schafer:  Do you have files back that far? 

 

Secretary Anthony:  Yea but it doesn’t, it doesn’t, the sum of the side yards is 67 feet.  One side is 21 feet this is 

really crazy how it’s. 

 

Jack Schafer:  Aerial GIS survey shows quite a few feet on the north but on the south side it looks fairly close.  I 

don’t know what the scale is on this.  See where the roof is there?  But then there’s also a pond on the property 

next to it so I don’t know if there will be a house built there or not cause by the time you get your setback you 

step out the back door you will be in the pond. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So what are you looking at Lori? 

 

Secretary Anthony:  The zoning files. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Yes. 

 

Secretary Anthony:  But I’m not seeing anything where  

 

Yolanda Adams:  And there’s a mound as well where he has built up his pond and put the dirt so there’s a 

mound between the two properties as well. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Well  

 

Secretary Anthony:  At the time it was built it looks like the minimum side yard was 20 feet 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok 

 

Secretary Anthony:  and the sum of the side yards should be 50.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok so this was before the current zoning resolution. 

 

Secretary Anthony:  Uh huh. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok that answers that question. 

 

Secretary Anthony:  And it looks like there’s a drawing in here and it looks like the one side, the north side of the 

house it looks like it might be 46 feet and the south side would be 21 so it would be a total of 67 which meets 

the zoning resolution and if the one side is 21 so it met the zoning resolution from what I can tell in this file. 
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Chairman McNeer:  From the time it was, at that time it was built. 

 

Secretary Anthony:  Uh huh. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok.  Front yard setback. 

 

Secretary Anthony:  Um, it looks like it is 150 feet. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok it meets that requirement 

 

Secretary Anthony:  And the rear is 365. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok.  Will any of the residents have vehicles? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  No they don’t drive.  Their elderly with dementia, Alzheimer’s. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Um, will there be some time in the future where uh there would be cars in there?  Vehicles, 

somebody parking their car? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  One of the residents that live there? 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Yes. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  No. 

 

Walter Adams:  Our residents range from about 74 to almost 80. 

 

Tom Marsh:  You could accept younger ones though? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  We, we could but we’ve decided that that’s not what our passion is for younger because the VA 

of course they have veterans that are very young and they have approached us with a couple of veterans you 

know in their 30s and 40s and our passion is really for the elderly so we’ve just decided that that’s not the 

population that we want to serve. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Any employees cars? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  During the day. Uh huh and we live on the residence so we’re, we’re the night employees so. 

 

Todd Liston:  So do you guys utilize the garage for your own personal vehicles.  

 

Yolanda Adams:  We do.  It’s a four car garage. 

 

Todd Liston:  How many parking spaces do you have out front? 

 

Walter Adams:  It’s pretty good size. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh huh so when we’re, so our garage is four car so two cars could fit behind ours and one in 

the middle so probably six immediately behind the garage and the driveway is long enough that what we’ve 
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done in the past if there’s been multiple people is have everyone park on one side so that everyone can get in 

and out if they needed to. 

 

Todd Liston:  Do you know how many square feet your drive, your parking area is? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  I don’t. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  My concern would be where you have a visitors you have block the driveway and then EMT 

people couldn’t get in if they needed to.   

 

Walter Adams:  We have uh, uh a couple people that couple gentleman that goes to the adult day service and so 

um the big truck comes to, to, to pick him up every day.  I mean we still got cars parked in the driveway and he’s 

still able to maneuver around to get in and out.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  Staff vehicles? 

 

Walter Adams:  Yes 

 

Yolanda Adams:  It’s their vehicles that are typically in the driveway and ours are typically in the garage. 

 

Jack Schafer:  So during the day how many staff people do you have? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh our ratio is 5 to 1 so we typically have one staff member there um on uh Monday, 

Wednesday, Friday because they got to the adult day service on Tuesday and Thursday everyone’s there so we 

have extra staff person there so typically two staff cars in the driveway and if we expand we would just add one 

more staff person so here cars in the driveway during the day.   

 

Todd Liston:  Has your staff been trained on fire evacuation? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes we had to do that as a requirement of the State and then we had um the Basil Joint Police 

Department or Fire Department, we had the chief come out and just look at the house and the layout and 

everything and he talked to us and he looked at our evacuation plan said that it was ok.  It had to be approved 

by the State and the VA in order to be approved. 

 

Todd Liston:  The two residences are connecting.  You can get from one end to the other correct? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes, oh yes. 

 

Todd Liston:  How many exits are there going outside? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Pardon me? 

 

Todd Liston:  How many exits are there? 

 

Walter Adams:  There’s one in the, one in the master bedroom, there’s two dining area so there’s two patio 

doors, two sets of sliding doors and then you got the two doors to the garage and you got the front door. 

 

Todd Liston:  How many is that total? 

 

Walter Adams:  Uhhh, six. 
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Tom Marsh:  Is there a sprinkler system? 

 

Walter Adams:  No. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Not required? 

 

Walter Adams:  No we have um  

 

Tom Marsh:  In the future, I mean when you have, the more people, is it required then? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  No, it’s not a requirement of the State to have a sprinkler system. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Really. 

 

Walter Adams:  You have to have um fire extinguishers on each floor.  We have um special fire extinguishers in 

the kitchen for grease fires and then we have two in each of the laundry rooms then we have a couple 

downstairs in the basement. 

 

Todd Liston:  Is the entire house wheelchair friendly?  

 

Walter Adams:  Except for the basement. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  The basement is not um, what it was, was told to us from the VA is if we built an elevator that 

we could house veterans or any, any of them in the basement and when we were licensed with the State they 

did measure all the bedrooms and the exits and the basement as well and they 

 

Todd Liston:  Hallway widths? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Pardon me? 

 

Todd Liston:  Hallway widths? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes everything is wheelchair accessible.  The, the previous owner her son had special needs so 

it was built to accommodate him so the turning radius’ in the hallway as well as the doorways and the two 

ramps. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  What is uh, preparation checklist for an adult group home?  Does somebody go out and look 

all this stuff over before you get your, before you get your license? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  We do.  We go through the checklist and then the State comes out so I just provided that so 

that you could see that we, the condition for us to get our State license at the next level is contingent on us 

being approved today. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Yea I’m talking about a lot of the questions we are asking is covered ___ you’ve provided is 

the first page ___ three pages of everything that’s required. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  I think I may have given you my copy.  I’m gonna need that back.  

 

Chairman McNeer:  No this is my copy. 
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Yolanda Adams:  Oh let, I’m sorry may I see what you are looking at?  Oh yes did you print this off of the website 

yes.  So, um this is for an adult group home so when we got licensed as an adult family home they have this 

same checklist a little different because the requirements are a little different.  So we just went ourselves line by 

line made sure that all of these things were in place so that when the inspection took place we knew that we 

had everything covered that needed to be covered and so when the inspector comes out they don’t use this this 

is a checklist for the person seeking the licensure. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Well what I’m getting around to for the benefit of us, will they check all these things to make 

sure 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes those are all mandatory and they require that you do your own checklist before they even 

come out so that you’re not stumbling through saying we’re gonna do this we’re gonna do that all of those 

things have to be in compliance before they come. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Is that more than what we had in our packet? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes, yes he has the full checklist.  I just provided you all with a copy because there is, it’s 

contingent.  I just wanted you to know that. 

 

Walter Adams:  Our initial assessment when we were getting licensed with the State, like she said we went 

through all the checklist to make sure we had everything done and so when the lady came out, the State 

representative came out to check the house out and that nature and there was only like 3 or 4 things that 

needed to be corrected like we needed a couple rails leading out to the garage um installed um we may needed 

a smoke detector or carbon monoxide in the garage or something like that.  They were real minor and uh so, so 

she only found 4 things that we needed to do. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So what you’re talking about is the third, fourth item down requirements require 

inspections. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh huh, because one of the items here says that it has to be approved, we have to have the 

license before we come, before this hearing but we can’t.  We actually have to do this first before we get the 

license.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  You are referring to that fourth line down there where it says, _____ of use ___ issue from a 

local certified building department or department of commerce.  I think in our case it’s BZA has to give a 

conditional use. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes sir, correct. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Do you follow me on that one?  If this is the full checklist that you have to go through that 

may answer some of the questions you have I think.   

 

Tom Marsh:  I would like to look at that but I have a little note saying please find attached our life safety report. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes 

 

Tom Marsh:  Do we have that? 
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Yolanda Adams:  No.  No it’s not in here.  I forgot to include it.  I’m sorry.  And it was just additional information 

that we got.  So we wouldn’t have never gotten approved with the VA if that inspection wasn’t satisfied. 

 

Tom Marsh:  It makes me suspicious. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Oh I’m sorry.  I, I didn’t mean to create any suspicion.  But we would have never been 

approved. 

 

Walter Adams:  And the VA sends, I mean they send a therapist, a dietician, they send, I mean they send 6 or 7 

folks out the same day so you, I mean they inspect the heating, cooling,  

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok so the question we’re on right now is adequate ingress/egress has been provided and we 

talked about vehicles, staff vehicles.  So is there any questions on this line any more? 

 

Jack Schafer:  I, I would think if there’s only one way into the basement right now? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  There’s two ways into the basement. 

 

Jack Schafer:  There’s an egress from the outside? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Well all the bedrooms in the basement have an egress window with the ladder thing I’m sorry I 

don’t know the proper term for it. 

 

Walter Adams:  So there’s a total of 4 egress windows cause you have a family room down in the basement, you 

have the 3 bedrooms.  All three bedrooms plus the sitting, sitting area downstairs have egress windows. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Are the bedrooms more than 50% below average grade level in the basement? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  You know that’s kinda tricky because it is I would think. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Ok this, this is on the checklist they’re not supposed to be. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Right.  Exactly.  And so it would negate then we probably wouldn’t be able to do it but what 

made us suspicious was when she came down and did the measurements and saw the egress windows she said 

yes if you do a chair lift or a um an elevator you could and that was from the, her checklist so we’ll find out 

about it.  We’ll definitely find out about it before we decide to do that. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So, but what, what your saying is, it’s the State right, the State? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  State inspector? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes 

 

Chairman McNeer:  The State inspector will tell you whether you can or cannot use the bedrooms downstairs? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes they will.  And when she did the initial inspection, she said that we could but then when 

you look at that line item they can’t be, they have to be at a level that exits the home which a basement would 

not be so, but we’ll, we’ll make sure. 
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Chairman McNeer:  Any more questions there?  Inaudible.  Ok the next question is the architecture compatible?  

Any questions on that?  Architecture, that’s just general questions they have  

 

Todd Liston:  Do you know how thick the outer walls of the home are? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  How thick the walls? 

 

Todd Liston:  The outer walls? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  I don’t.  I’m not educated in that. 

 

Todd Liston:  Just curious. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  No more questions.  Any ___ signs?  

 

Yolanda Adams:  No.  It’s our goal and our passion to make it look like a home.  We don’t want it to look like a 

facility.  We want to protect the integrity and dignity of our residents so we don’t want people driving by seeing 

that it’s a facility. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Um any additional outdoor lights, posts? 

 

Walter Adams:  No we just have a regular light, two light posts and the um light on the garage and front door. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  You showed us and I think I can’t remember which exhibit it is but you’re currently licensed 

in an adult family home. 

 

Secretary Anthony:  Exhibit A 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok so we have that and we talked some about onsite health compliance water think we got 

that and septic got that one.  How much electric do you have?  This seems more of a question?  How much 

service do you have 200amp?  400amp? 

 

Walter Adams:  That I’m not quite sure.  I know we have two bills.  So one side of the apartment is considered 

apartment is apartment b so we get 2 gas bills, we get 2 light bills.  And the house is really energy efficient.  The 

gas, the light, the light bill should be way sky, sky high but it’s really not. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Is there a backup generator? 

 

Walter Adams:  No there’s not a backup generator.  And I was talking to my uh, to my neighbor Joe Brown about 

a generators because I, I did know, notice that um, about in the fall or something like that we were, we had a 

rain storm or something like that and lights went out for like an hour or something like that so um I was asking 

him about the, he said that he could, he has one so. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  One of the requirements is that you have um three days worth of water and food for each 

resident so we have to have that and then um we have to have flashlights that operate outside obviously the 

electric system so we have flashlights that plug into the electrical system that when the lights go out we can see 

where the flashlights are. 

 

Jack Schafer:  Do you have any residents that’s on oxygen? 
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Yolanda Adams:  Not at the present time we don’t. 

 

Jack Schafer:  But you could get them? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  We could. 

 

Todd Liston:  Do you permit smoking inside the building? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  No.  It’s totally non-smoking anywhere on the grounds. 

 

Todd Liston:  Sump pumps? 

 

Walter Adams:  Yes we got 2.  We have 2 of everything.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  2 what? 

 

Walter Adams:  2 of everything.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  2 backup 

 

Walter Adams:  2 sump pumps.  We have um 2 um heater, I can’t, we have 2 water heaters, we have 2 furnaces, 

we have uh 2 uh um air conditioners. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  But the sump pumps you don’t, you don’t have more,  

 

Jack Schafer:  Probably one on each side 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Right. 

 

Todd Liston:  One per sump.   

 

Walter Adams:  Yes 

 

Todd Liston:  Do you have battery backup? 

 

Walter Adams:  Yes. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ah you do have battery back up? 

 

Walter Adams:  Yes 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ah good.  Air conditioning and heating just talked about that. 

 

Walter Adams:  Yes. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Those, from those nine we covered there is there any conditions that the board would like 

to talk about?  Any limits, put limits on this?  Ok. 
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Jack Schafer:  I, I would like to see it stay at 15 residents or under even if they decide to sell that it’s made known 

to the future buyers there’s conditions on this. 

 

Secretary Anthony:  I believe the definition of Adult Group Home you cannot go over 15. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  16.   

 

Yolanda Adams:  It’s 16 altogether.   

 

Chairman McNeer:  But they’re limited by bedrooms too that’s the thing.  Only have 8 bedrooms, 8 bedrooms 

and you have your own private room right. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  It’s included in that eight yes. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Oh it’s included in the eight so really you only have room for 14.  

 

Walter Adams:  Yea our thing was that we were going to um um eventually because we stay on the first floor 

too, along with the residents so we were, once the first floor got filled we would move down into the basement 

cause it’s, it’s a separate living quarter with  

 

Jack Schafer:  So many of the 8 bedrooms is in the basement? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  3 

 

Walter Adams:  There’s 3 

 

Yolanda Adams:  And 2 bathrooms down there 

 

Jack Schafer:  So there’s actually 5 up, upstairs. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  And we also made one of them a private room which means we could only have 9 upstairs. 

 

Walter Adams:  There’s 2 hall, hallway bathrooms and then there’s 2 rooms, 2 master rooms with um uh full 

bathroom and walk in closet. 

 

Todd Liston:  Have those been closed off? 

 

Walter Adams:  What’s that? 

 

Todd Liston:  Have those been enclosed? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  No.  The bathrooms off the master no.  The one is ours and the other is in another resident’s 

room and we use that it’s his bathroom. 

 

Tom Marsh:  Is, is it a co-ed establishment? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yea it can be.  Not each bed, not by bedroom but the house.  Yes. 

 

Walter Adams:  We just have one female resident right now and so we, we get a lot of referrals and they are all 

uh men and we, she was, she was our first client and um so we’ve never, we’ve had a, somebody had did a 
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respite there for like couple weeks and um when their family went on vacation and do a respite week here and 

week there but never nobody, no woman has stayed longer.  So we’re looking for a roommate for her. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  inaudible 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So for the section, Jack you thinking about it?  Limiting the number of uh, in a group home 

or 16 is they’re allowed to go up to.   

 

Todd Liston:  Number of residents or number of occupants? 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Number of residents.  We’re talking about family group home is up to 16, 16 is the number. 

 

Jack Schafer:  I would like to see it held at 15 myself. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  ok.  What problem do you have with 15. 

 

Jack Schafer:  And if they do go to that number they’re required to put an elevator in to get the people out. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh huh.  For their safety I would definitely agree with that.  The way that the stairs are 

designed I would never do a chair lift. 

 

Jack Schafer:  It would probably be hard to get somebody in a wheelchair up them 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh huh yea a lot of the other group homes that you see on they have, I’m maybe digressing, 

they have residents upstairs and they have a chair lift but it’s just not fast enough not efficient enough for me. 

 

Jack Schafer:  Why it’s just if you have a wheelchair person in the basement they couldn’t go up one of them 

windows. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Exactly. 

 

Jack Schafer:  Because they would have to get out of the chair and use their legs to climb. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Mum huh.  Mum Huh. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok the age is another thing.  The only definition I could find is for adults over 18, 18 and 

over. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Right. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  There’s nothing that defines elderly so do we want to entertain anything about or just leave 

it alone as far leaving adult group home that they can have whatever age they want adult in there.  I don’t I’m 

not in favor of that but I just wanted to know if anybody has any thoughts about that. 

 

Todd Liston:  Adult consists of 21 years of age. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  No it’s 18 I think according to the State. 

 

Todd Liston:  Is it. 
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Chairman McNeer:  Yea according to the State. 

 

Jack Schafer:  I don’t think you could make a restriction on that because that would deny them the opportunity 

to let’s say all their residents go to the hereafter and they can only get someone under 60 it wouldn’t be fair to 

them that they couldn’t take them whether you wanted to or not you would probably, you’re running a business 

there 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Right 

 

Jack Schafer:  which you would need somebody in there so if we put a restriction like that on them we’d be 

hampering their ability to do business as a group home. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok 

 

Jack Schafer:  In my opinion.  That’s just my opinion.  Chances are the way she’s talking that she don’t want 

younger people in there  

 

Yolanda Adams:  I mean you, it’s really weird.  People are having strokes and dementia much earlier in life and 

so I think we just don’t want a full abled bodied young person mixed with our elderly.  It’s, it’s kinda what we’re 

going for. 

 

Jack Schafer:  which would cause problems. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh huh. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok.   

 

Walter Adams:  It’s so weird now everybody’s in bed by 8 o’clock. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  We don’t want anybody up and walking around at 11.  You know getting into stuff and  

 

Chairman McNeer:  That pretty well talks about conditions in 11.2C.  There’s also back in zoning resolution 7.3C1 

there’s more general terms and so covering again we’ll make sure we have everything documented.  This thing, 

Lori, this thing did something just now. 

 

Jack Schafer:  Shut off 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Mr. Bill I’m sorry I didn’t hear what you were referencing. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  What I’m referencing is uh the zoning resolution 11.2C deals with the group home 

conditions and then on, there’s 7.3C1 that deals with the general, general use uh requirements for conditional 

use. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes 

 

Chairman McNeer:  So the first thing it talks about there is the proposed use will be compatible with the 

neighborhood.  Any questions on that or comments from? 

 

Walter Adams:  Are you on A? 
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Chairman McNeer:  A yes sir.   

 

Walter Adams:  No we’re I mean the house is she had stated there’s no uh uh construction or anything to make 

it look any different than what it is.  I think the house is beautiful itself.  I mean that’s, that’s what we want.  We 

want it to be appealing to where it feels like home. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Ok.  Any questions on that.   

 

Jack Schafer:  Never no plans to expand? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  If we wanted to expand I would probably say probably say like a mother-in-law suite if we ran 

out of space to live there but I know there’s probably regulations for that as well. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Proposed use on B proposed use will be served adequately by highway, any questions on 

that?  See anything?  Sheriff, have you made contact with the sheriff?  Not the sheriff.  Just the Basil Joint  

 

Jack Schafer:  Fire district. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Fire yea.  Kasey Farmer is his name.  He came out and inspected it. 

 

Jack Schafer:  He’s the assistant chief. 

 

Walter Adams:  And he was concerned because um I guess previously when they had come out there they 

wasn’t quite sure that it was, they only saw that it was a double and we get, we get family members that thinks 

it’s a double but there is only one entrance in there so he wanted to feel, get the layout of the place so when 

we, if there is a call we need to call them they know where to come into and you know that was his biggest 

concern because he said they got a couple calls and they just thought it was a double and they was looking for 

the other and you know. 

 

Jack Schafer:  There’s no door on the right side? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Hum nuh. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Any drainage structures I don’t think there’s anything that would cause any drainage 

problems other than the normal house.  Refuse disposal? 

 

Walter Adams:  Uh Local Waste. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  You use local waste.   

 

Walter Adams:  We have 2 big dumpsters.  We have 2. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  We’ve covered water, septic, schools are not applicable. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes just our daughter’s in college trying to get her outta there. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  And county state health I think we covered that.  The C is the location and size will be in 

harmony with the appropriate development of the district with which it is located.  Anybody have any 

comments on that?  D the use will not unreasonably hinder or discourage the appropriate development.  E the 
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use will not involve activities that will be detrimental by reason of traffic, noise, dust, light, vibrations, fumes or 

orders, or orders.   

 

Tom Marsh:  Is there outside activities? 

 

Walter Adams:  Um we have a deck that’s, that’s um that’s fenced.  The deck is fenced so they can go out and 

have a picnic out there or sit on the deck and eat lunch or something like that.  Uh you may see them uh a 

couple guys probably playing basketball in the front or shooting, shooting the ball in front or sitting, sitting in the 

front but we do have birthday parties but we are finished with all the birthdays this year so we do invite the 

families over for birthday parties. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  F the use will not result in structure loss or damage of natural, scenic or historic features of 

major importance.  I don’t see anything there.  The use is in accordance with the general objectives and 

purposes of the zoning resolution.  So those are the general conditions.  Any further questions or anybody else 

Todd?  Any further questions. 

 

Todd Liston:  Yea I have one.  Providing we move forward with this and you decide you want to do something to 

help the facility out what would it be? 

 

Walter Adams: To do something to help 

 

Todd Liston:  To do something positive, to add on, to make it better.  What would it be? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  I think if anything I would like them to have more walking space outside so I don’t know if we 

would be able to build a walking trail.  I would love for them to have a trail to walk around  

 

Todd Liston:  Like an exterior sidewalk or something. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yea so that they have some more walking space.  Right now when they just when they want to 

walk outside they just take them up and down the driveway but a walking space I think we would do if we were 

allowed. 

 

Todd Liston:  Can you tell me if there are future plans for a generator?  A backup generator system in case the 

power goes out. 

 

Walter Adams:  Yes there is. 

 

Todd Liston:  That’s all I have. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Jack.   

 

Jack Schafer:  I, I have nothing further at this time. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  What is the typical, what is the required staffing ratio? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  There is no staffing ratio.  It just says as long as there is resident in the house there has to be a 

staff member in the house.  So we just decided you know a lot of times in um like in a nursing home or in a, in 

another assisted living there’s maybe 12 residents to 1 staff member.  I mean that, there’s just no way to take 

care of that many people the way that they need to be taken care of so we decided on a 5 to 1 staff ratio. 
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Chairman McNeer:  Uh what I’m getting around to is uh I don’t know what like you said the staffing ratio may be 

5 to 1 or whatever it may be 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Right 

 

Chairman McNeer:  But I would think that there would have to be at least 2 people on duty at the same time.   

 

Yolanda Adams:  If you look, it may be even in the list, check off list that you were looking at it just says that you 

have to have someone in the home if there is a resident in the home.  There is, there may be a section that says 

staffing requirements or um staffing or something to that nature. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  At least 18 years old, ___ 21 years old.  It doesn’t say that, I don’t see where it says how 

many you have to have. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yea there’s no ratio. 

 

Jack Schafer:  So if you would go up to 15 residents you’d up your staff accordingly to like 3? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Uh huh. 

 

Walter Adams:  If we go up to 6 we would up our staff. 

 

Jack Schafer:  Do you run your staffing people around the clock or do they just have set hours? 

 

Walter Adams:  We usually run our staffing from um 8 to 9 o’clock at night.  We usually are, since we live in the 

home and since we are licensed to take care of the residents we just cover, we cover the night shift.   

 

Jack Schafer:  You cover the overnight until the next morning? 

 

Walter Adams:  Yes. 

 

Yolanda Adams:  And we have monitors in the rooms so that we can hear if anyone gets up or anyone needs us.  

But everyone really sleeps through the night. 

 

Walter Adams:  We just have one patient that is a little unstable when he walks so he usually gets up 

 

Jack Schafer:  Do you have people come in when you want to go out yourselves? 

 

Yolanda Adams:  Yes.  We’re usually home by 9 because that’s when our last staff person leaves. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Any last words? Do you have either one of you as far as  

 

Yolanda Adams:  I think we have answered everything.  I hope you guys see that this is our passion um what 

we’re doing. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  The only thing here is I think Jack wants to hold it to, hold it to 15.  Is that, is that you 

 

Jack Schafer:  That’s my preference yes. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  What’s your response to that? 
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Yolanda Adams:  I wouldn’t have a problem with it, being held to 15. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  I think legally, legally we can do that based on the size of the house and everything.   

 

Jack Schafer:  Well based on the fact that they live in it.  If they weren’t living themselves then they could go to, I 

would agree to 16. 

 

Todd Liston:  I have no problem with that. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Tom? 

 

Tom Marsh:  I would agree with that? 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Alright if you have anything else to say.  Do I hear a motion to close the hearing and go into 

deliberations?   

 

Todd Liston:  I make that motion. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Is there a second? 

 

Jack Schafer:  Second. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  All in favor say Aye. 

 

Group:  Aye. 

 

Chairman McNeer:  Opposed Ney.  Abstentions none.  Everybody said Aye, A Y E.  

 

The Board proceeded with deliberations.  Todd Liston made a motion to approve the conditional use contingent 

upon receiving State of Ohio Adult Group Home license.  Maximum of 15 residents.  If over 10 residents must 

provide proof of an elevator and backup generator.  The motion was seconded by Jack Schafer.  Roll Call:  Liston 

– yes; Schafer – yes; Kumler – yes; Marsh – yes; McNeer – yes.   

 

Chairman McNeer stated the conditional use was approved as it met all the requirements per 11.2 and 7.3.  Jack 

Schafer made a motion to close deliberations and go into a general meeting and it was seconded by Todd Liston.  

All were in favor.   

 

With there being no additional business, Todd Liston made a motion to adjourn and Karl Kumler seconded the 

motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:18pm. 

 

 

__________________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Chairman, Bill McNeer      Secretary, Lori L. Anthony 


