
LIBERTY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
Minutes of March 3, 2020 

The Liberty Township Board of Zoning Appeals held a Public Hearing on March 3, 2020, in the Liberty Township 
AdministraMve Building, 2095 Reynoldsburg-BalMmore Road, BalMmore, Ohio 43105. 

The meeMng was called to order at 7:00pm by Vice Chairman Jack Schafer with the following members present:  
Jack Schafer, Dale Jagger, Tom Marsh, David Stone, and Co-Zoning Inspector/Zoning Secretary Lori Anthony.  
Alternate Paul Smith was present and seated.  Bill McNeer and Zoning Inspector Jim Anthony were absent.  Cathy 
Smith, Ron McClelland and Steve Eversole were the public in a\endance. 

All joined in reciMng the Pledge of Allegiance. 

David Stone made a moMon to approve the minutes from the February 11, 2020 meeMng as presented and Tom 
Marsh seconded the moMon.  The minutes were approved as presented with all members responding Aye. 

Vice Chairman Schafer asked if noMficaMon of the public hearing appeared in the Lancaster Eagle Gaze\e.  
Secretary Anthony replied yes it ran on February 18, 2020 and le\er were sent on February 13, 2020.  Vice 
Chairman Schafer advised this meeMng was to hear a variance applicaMon from Ronald McClelland, applicant 
seeking a variance to the zoning resoluMon 10.3D to build a 70x120 pole barn.  He made a few comments before 
gebng into the hearing.  The proponents and if there is any opponents you address all your comments to the 
board.  Get up at the podium you state your name and your address so that it can be recorded.  If the outcome 
of this meeMng is not what you desire the next decision is to the Common Pleas Court at Fairfield County and 
you will be asked to be sworn in before you make a statement.  It takes an affirmaMve four votes.  Secretary 
Anthony advised she would be presenMng the variance. 

(begin verbaMm) 

Secretary Anthony:  Are you going to swear me in?  Do you want to swear me in? 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Do I need to? 

Secretary Anthony:  They usually do. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Do you swear to tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

Secretary Anthony:  I do.  Lori Anthony Co-Zoning Inspector Liberty Township.  So, Mr. McClelland is uh seeking a 
variance for, from SecMon 10.3D to build a 70x120 pole barn for uh pracMce and training for his dogs for agility 
compeMMon.  The size of the building that he wants to build is excepMonally larger than what the zoning 
resoluMon allows. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Ok.  Alright.  Now we will hear from Mr., Mr. McClelland.  Do you swear to tell the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth? 

Mr. McClelland:  I do.  My name is Ron McClelland 3183 Basil Western Road um as in my proposal I put ahead of 
you ___ pole barn I um both judge for the American Kennel Club and show my dogs in agility compeMMons.  Um 
the proposed structure that I’m asking for is large enough for me to get all of my equipment inside and out of the 
weather and especially on days like this when its soggy and its impossible to do anything outside training or 
through the winter months and everything um and allow for a safe environment for them when I’m working with 
them and they are running up to speed and everything I need to have room for them to approach the obstacles 
safely, to turn easily without having to crash into the walls or posts or things like that.  Um so ___ obstacles the 
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dog walk is 36 feet long and only one foot wide so if they are running at that they some room to be able to 
approach it straight and exit straight and end it in a safe manner.  Um its not ever going to be any type of a 
commercial building or anything.  It’s for my own personal use.  Invite some friends over from Mme to Mme to 
help with some of my training and let them do some training and everything.  Purposefully sized it to the point 
where it’s not large enough for a compeMMve venue to come in and want to use it and have a bunch of people 
coming in and everything.  Um it’s gonna have a dirt floor in it and not going to have any sort of um plumbing or 
anything like that so again to discourage people from wanMng to come in and any large groups, any type of, of 
commercial.  It’s just basically right now I am training out I have things set up in my yard which is under water 
and soggy today.  Uh ___ squishing around seems like the last few years more and more dealing with moles and 
stepping in their tunnels and holes and twisMng ankles and things like that.  Um, and it also give me a chance a 
lot of Mmes when I am out there working the neighbors are out doing something in their yard their dog gets to 
going off cause it gets excited the dogs feeding off one another and everything.  Um, just, just trying to, it’s a 
large two acres of open field behind my house and right now all I am doing is mowing it and I can’t do anything 
else with it or anything.  Uh it will give me a li\le bit less grass to cut you know.  Um, and, and, and right now 
basically the dogs are, are all I my wife passed away three and a half years ago and leo me to care for our dogs 
and everything and that’s my life, that’s my passion and I’m trying to carry on in a manner that she wanted me to 
with them.  Keep them happy, healthy and, and compeMng and doing things so um I’m there all the Mme 
basically when I’m not at a show or if I’m not out judging, taking care of things, looking over things and 
everything.  Also, when I judge things I have to design and set up my own courses and everything and 90% of the 
Mme do that on paper and there’s a lot of Mmes this looks good on paper but how would it look you know in a 
three dimensional real world sebng so it gives me an opportunity to go out and, and actually set this up and, 
and play with sect, secMons of a course and things like that.  Um, and the proposal I can show you a li\le about a 
sample layout how it would fit into the, the building and everything and what it a safe course would look like so 
you know if I were looking for something to be full size, legal could run it, it would be like 100x100 building um 
due to cost and again cause I don’t want to encourage people hey can we come out and rent your building and 
do all this other stuff.  No, I sized it down so it’s, it’s not big enough for them to do that, not big enough if anyone 
wanted to come in there’s no place for them to set up their dogs and set their dogs outside of the ring area so 
that’s a discouragement again no restroom faciliMes and you know just trying to keep it as, as simple and basic as 
I can so I can, so I can get out and, and, and play and have to get my own exercise and things like that and, and, 
get some use of the land that back there that’s behind my house.   

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Anybody got any quesMons for Mr. McClelland. 

David Stone:  I do.  You say right now you currently do those uh, training acMviMes out, out in the open.  You been 
doing it for how long? 

Mr. McClelland:  Oh, been doing agility since the 90’s.   

David Stone:  Ok. 

Mr. McClelland:  I’ve been, I’ve lived out here for 27, 28 years now so um and it seems like the last few years it’s 
gebng soggier and we\er and we\er and. 

David Stone:  Ok and how many dogs do you have? 

Mr. McClelland:  I currently have nine from, from 15 years old down to 4 years old so obviously they’re not all 
compeMng some are reMred and I’m compeMng with two right now so. 

Tom Marsh:  I have a quesMon.   

Mr. McClelland:  Yes sir. 
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Tom Marsh:  It looks like there’s some type of a divider on this picture between, about half way between the 
house that you provided us. 

Mr. McClelland:  Oh that’s, that’s the currently fenced in area of my backyard where I can put the dogs out and 
let them run and don’t have to stand there and watch them. 

Tom Marsh:  Ok. 

Mr. McClelland:  So yes there, there’s I have a, a wide railed, four rail five foot tall um fence around the yard and 
it’s actually split in, into two areas.  One area that the dogs only go in where the agility equipment is when I am 
training them and one where they can just get out and run around and play on their own. 

Tom Marsh:  Is there going to be a driveway? 

Mr. McClelland:  Yeah, there’s a provisions in, in working with Mr. Eversole here were gonna have to cut a, a 
driveway back there to get back to where the building is and, and provide for access for the, the construcMon 
and, and everything else so. 

Tom Marsh:  Which side of the building? 

Mr. McClelland:  Pardon me? 

Tom Marsh:  Which side?  It showed uh overhead door on either side? 

Mr. McClelland:  Yes. 

Tom Marsh:  So which side are you bringing the driveway? 

Mr. McClelland:  The driveway would, would come down along this fence line and come in from this side.  That 
would be, that would be that would be on the east side. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Off the exisMng drive? 

Mr. McClelland:  Yes, off the exisMng drive along the east fence, the east side there. 

Tom Marsh:  Will there be parking? 

Mr. McClelland:  Uh very li\le.  Again part of my efforts to discourage people from wanMng to come out there I 
want just enough for, for maybe a couple cars so I can, I can drive back if I need to take equipment back and have 
room to turn around and everything so I don’t get stuck in, in the mud or dirt but I’m not really planning on 
pubng any parking again I’m not trying to invite people to come over and you overuse it and create more 
congesMon or traffic in the neighborhood. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Anybody else got any quesMons? 

Paul Smith:  How much smaller is this, you said a normal building is 100x100? 

Mr. McClelland:  100x100. 

Paul Smith:  Ok. 

David Stone:  You said you are going to maintain a dirt floor? 
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Mr. McClelland:  Yes. 

David Stone:  Is that what is customary during these actual events or is that 

Mr. McClelland:  Most of them today are pubng down arMficial turf like you see in a soccer arena and  

David Stone:  Right. 

Mr. McClelland:  any place you go for a compeMMon and all that.  There are a few that are sMll done outside you 
know on grass or someMmes on, on dirt and everything but most by and large now are pubng in arMficial turf. 

David Stone:  You weren’t interested in pubng something there for, I’m just thinking nine dogs and dirt and the 
next stop is your sofa in the house is that 

Mr. McClelland:  Well that’s, the, the next stop when they come in is, is straight to the tub and hose them off and 
everything.  Um, to put down turf on something like that thirty-five to forty thousand dollars you know I can, I 
can hose off a lot of feet for, for that kind of money. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Anybody else got any quesMons? 

David Stone:  That’s all I had. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Huh? 

David Stone:  That’s all I had. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Ok.  Are you here sir to for or against? 

Man:  For. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  You wanna speak? 

Man:  ____ pass for right now. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  You wanna pass right now? 

Man:  Pass right now yes. 

Tom Marsh:  Are we done with quesMons? 

Secretary Anthony:  Close the public hearing. 

David Stone:  I move that we uh close the public hearing at this Mme. 

Tom Marsh:  Thank you. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Is there a second? 

Tom Marsh:  Second. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Once we close public hearing there will be no comments from the public. 
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Secretary Anthony:  Stone. 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Unless we reopen the public hearing. 

David Stone:  Yes 

Secretary Anthony:  Marsh? 

Tom Marsh:  Yes. 

Secretary Anthony:  Jagger? 

Dale Jagger:  Yes. 

Secretary Anthony:  Smith? 

Paul Smith:  Yes. 

Secretary Anthony:  Schafer? 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Yes. 

David Stone:  I move that we go into ExecuMve Session. 

Tom Marsh:  Second. 

Secretary Anthony:  Stone? 

David Stone:  Yes 

Secretary Anthony:  Marsh? 

Tom Marsh:  Yes. 

Secretary Anthony:  Jagger? 

Dale Jagger:  Yes. 

Secretary Anthony:  Smith? 

Paul Smith:  Yes. 

Secretary Anthony:  Schafer? 

Vice Chairman Schafer:  Yes. 

(end verbaMm) 

David Stone made a moMon to come out of ExecuMve Session.  Paul Smith Seconded the moMon.  Roll call:  Stone 
– Yes; Smith – Yes; Jagger – Yes; Marsh – Yes; Schafer – Yes. 
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David Stone made a moMon to approve the variance request that was submi\ed and the reasons are that 
notwithstanding the size of the building itself, we think the proposed use of building is totally consistent with our 
zoning resoluMon.  There is no apparent opposiMon to this variance here tonight.  Dale Jagger seconded the 
moMon.  Roll Call:  Stone – Yes; Jagger – Yes; Marsh – Yes; Smith – Yes; Schafer – Yes. 

With no other business, Paul Smith made a moMon to adjourn the meeMng.  Dale Jagger seconded the moMon.  
The meeMng was adjourned at 8:14pm. 

__________________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Chairman, Bill McNeer      Secretary, Lori L. Anthony
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