LIBERTY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
 

The Liberty Township Board of Zoning Appeals held a meeting on September 2, 2008, for the purpose of having a Public Hearing to hear an application for a Variance # 07-BZA-2008, requesting a variance for a no frontage lot split of 18 acres for future development purposes.

 


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Chairman Bill McNeer, with the following members present:  Chairman Bill McNeer, Karl Kumler, Craig Miller, Jack Schafer, Walter Bader, Alternate Ed Thomas, Secretary Ruth Crutcher, and Zoning Administrator/Inspector Tom Spring.

 

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as published.

 

Chairman Bill McNeer passed out copies of a paper explaining the power of the Township in Zoning issues.

 

Chairman Bill McNeer explained how the hearing would be conducted and it would take four (4) votes yes or no to make a decision.

 

Chairman Bill McNeer explained that all persons who wished to speak must be sworn in, and what options of the Board of Zoning Appeals have in making their decision on a variance.

Chairman Bill McNeer introduced the applicants, Mr & Mrs Cotugno.

 

Chairman McNeer verified the date of receipt of the application, notice published in newspaper, and notification of neighbors.

 

Chairman McNeer swore in Dick Kuhn, Tom Spring, Jim Cotugno and Margaret Cotugno.

 

Zoning Administrator/Inspector passed out copies of pictures showing the property in question with the description. (Exhibit A)  Mr. Spring explained how the property is situated in relation to Brandon Mills Dr.

 

Mr. Cotugno explained how the county owns sixty (60) feet of easement from the road in Brandon Mills Dr.  If this Board of Zoning Appeals approves this variance tonight, Mr. Cotugno will have to appear in front of Fairfield County to get a variance from them for a major subdivision.  Mr. Cotugno wishes to split  thirty-three (33) acres into fifteen (15) and eighteen (18) acres so he can sell the house and fifteen (15) acres and keep the remaining eighteen (18) acres for possible future development.

 

Jack Schafer questioned how the lot split would be handled and where the frontage would be for each lot?  

 

Mr Cotugno explained how the frontage would be and how he planned to divide the property (18 acres) into lots.  He talked about where the street would be in the subdivision and how the street would end in either a cul-de-sac or stub street.   Mr Cotugno asked if Fairfield County has control, why does he need a variance from Liberty Township?

 

Dick Kuhn ask if it is in the Liberty Township Zoning Resolution that this can be done as Mr Cotugno wants to do it?  Mr Kuhn explained that the stub road reaching his property encroaches about six (6) inches on his property.

 

Chairman McNeer verified where the lot lines were and where each one stopped or joined.

 

Discussion about where stub road is and where it ends.

 

Jack Schafer explained if the split is allowed, they would have no frontage on SR 204 or Blacklick Rd, but must get permission to go thru the cul-de-sac.  Mr. Schafer explained the Liberty Township Board of Zoning Appeals cannot grant a variance for a land locked lot.  

 

Karl Kumler talked about whether the lot would be landlocked and how Mr. Cotugno cannot go to Fairfield County unless the Liberty Township Board of Zoning Appeals approves the variance, and if the Liberty Township Board of Zoning Appeals grants the variance, he still cannot subdivide unless Fairfield County approves. 

 

Tom Spring asked if Liberty Township wanted to use this property for a park, could they use the road?

 

Chairman McNeer talked to R. Brooks Davis, but didn’t get answers.  

 

Chairman McNeer passed around notes of phone conversations Secretary Ruth Crutcher received at home on Tuesday, 9-2-08 from two (2) neighbors who could not attend the hearing this evening.  (Exhibit B)

 

Mrs Cotugno stated both neighbors live in back of the Cotugno property.  Both have been given the option of buying two (2) or three (3) acres of the eighteen (18) in question.

 

Karl Kumler moved to close the public hearing, 2nd Craig Miller.  Public Hearing closed at 8:20 PM.

 

Woodside Meadows Plat (Exhibit C).

 

Liberty Township Board of Zoning Appeals took time for discussion and deliberations.

 

Motion Walter Bader to approve the variance, 2nd Karl Kumler.

 

Mr. Bader feels there is no reason not to approve.  No new access to a major road will be created.

 

Roll Call:

Walter Bader – yes

Karl Kumler – yes  

Craig Miller – yes

Jack Schafer – no

Bill McNeer – yes 

Variance is approved.

 

Proper paperwork was filled out and a copy provided to the applicant.

 

There being no further business, motion by Walter Bader, 2nd Craig Miller to adjourn at 8:30 pm

 

