LIBERTY TOWNSHIP ZONING COMMISSION
Minutes of November 17, 2009

 
Draft of unapproved minutes of 11/17/09

 

The Liberty Township Zoning Commission held a special meeting on Tuesday, November 17, 2009.  The meeting was held at the Liberty Township Building, 816 W Market St., Baltimore OH 43105, and was held for the purpose of considering initiating a motion to hold and set a date for a public hearing, for the consideration of adopting the proposed amended version of the Liberty Township Zoning Resolution.

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Chairman Greg Gutman, with the following members present:  Chairman Greg Gutman, Jim Snider, David Stone, Phil Renard, Alternate Betsy Alt, Secretary Ruth Crutcher, and Zoning Administrator/Inspector Tom Spring.  Scott Wray was absent.  

 

Due to the absence of Scott Wray, Alternate Betsy Alt was seated as a voting member of this meeting.

 

All joined in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and a moment of silence for our service men/women.

 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

 

Visitors:  Dave L Keller, Randy Kemmerer and Jim Hochradel.

 

Chairman Gutman explained why the special meeting was being held.

 

Betsy Alt asked if the meeting notice was posted?

 

Secretary Crutcher stated it was put on the web page, and posted on the door at approximately 10:00 am the morning of the meeting.

 

David Stone stated our legal counsel advised us we could put it on the web page or post it on the meeting room door 24 hours before the meeting.

 

Randy Kemmerer stated this is not a legal meeting because by law we must post it on the door.

 

David Stone restated what the legal counsel had told us at the last meeting about posting it on the web page as an option.

 

Chairman Gutman suggested moving forward with the motion for the public hearing as presented by our legal counsel, and read the motion as provided.

 

Chairman Gutman asked Tom Spring where the proposed version of the amended Zoning Resolution had to be posted?

 

Tom Spring said it is on the web page, has been sent to the Baltimore Branch of the Fairfield County District Library, and will be available for viewing at the township office, 2060 Rey. Balt. Rd., or by appointment thru Ruth Crutcher, at 862-4082.

 

Chairman Gutman asked if there are specific hours it has to be posted?

 

Tom Spring said it is stated in the legal notice (attachment #1) when and where it will be available.

 

Discussion about whether or not to move forward with the motion.

 

Jim Snider disagrees with moving forward because the motion says both text and map, and the map has not been corrected.  There are still properties that are in question.

 

Chairman Gutman said he felt the commission was in agreement to move forward with the text and deal with the problems on the map later.  Feels that to be fair to the property owners in question, the map should not be done until the research of the Liberty Township Trustees is completed.

 

Betsy Alt stated that not two (2) months age, Chairman Gutman said they should not be rushed, but should be sure to do things right.

 

Chairman Gutman stated he thought the properties being in question was not a big issue. The text can be approved without the map.

 

Tom Spring said the map is just a reflection of the text that has been worked on for a long time.

 

David Stone said the only thing changed on the map at this time is changing the properties that were R1 to RR, in accordance with the amended text.

 

Dave Keller said it seems kind of weird that 6 to 9 months ago the Zoning Commission and Township Trustees approved changing a property from RR to R1, and now are changing it back to RR.

 

Discussion about why there will be no more R1 properties.

 

Randy Kemmerer would like to look at the proposed amended version of the Zoning Resolution, with time to study it before it is adopted, as he will be a Liberty Township Trustee beginning January 1st, 2010.

 

Discussion between Chairman Gutman and Randy Kemmerer about time to review this.  

 

Chairman Gutman explained that they had many meetings on the proposed amendments and the lack of public interest at that time. Explained that there have been 3 previous drafts that include all changes that are proposed to the existing Zoning Resolution.  

 

David Stone explained why the decision was made to amend the entire Zoning Resolution.  Explained the process that was used to hire a consultant, and the public meeting process.  The idea was to make the Zoning Resolution easier to understand, better stated for the protection of Liberty Township.  Said the Zoning Commission is trying to give the township leaders as much power, protection and flexibility as possible, and to create a Zoning Resolution that is enforceable.

 

Chairman Gutman talked about why the need for the amendments, and that this would give the Zoning Resolution more legal teeth.  Said the current Zoning Resolution is not enforceable and would not stand up in court, if an issue should ever be taken to court.

 

Betsy Alt stated there have been cases taken to court in the past.

 

Randy Kemmerer stated he would like to not rush, but to get the amended version tweaked and make it right before adoption.

 

Tom Spring talked about the process for changing the Zoning Resolution, and who can initiate a change, an individual, the Zoning Commission or the Township Trustees.

 

Discussion about cell towers and wind farms and whether or not the amended version addresses them.  

 

Jim Snider read from an e-mail of October 21st (attachment #2) send to David Stone stating legal counsel strongly suggested the Zoning Commission resolve the issue of the questionable properties on the map before proceeding.

 

David Stone replied with the reason, which he left out of the e-mail.  Said he assumed the map was the determining factor of the legal zoning of a property.  Legal counsel has since explained this is not true unless the zoning has been thru the proper process.

 

Discussion about what will happen if the decision tonight is to not move forward with the motion as presented, to move forward with the process.

 

David Stone made a motion to move forward with the motion as provided by legal counsel, with a public hearing date of December 9th, 2009, beginning at 7:00 PM.  Motion was seconded by Phil Renard.

Roll call:  David Stone – yes;  Phil Renard – yes;  Jim Snider – no;  Betsy Alt – no;  Greg Gutman – yes.  3 yes, 2 no   motion passed.

 

Public Hearing will be December 9, 2009, beginning at 7:00 pm, at Liberty Township Building, 816 W Market St., Baltimore.  It was verified that all zoning commission members present at this meeting will be available, along with Holly Mattei.  Secretary Crutcher stated she will not be available, due to a previous commitment.  Secretary Crutcher will sent legal notice to Lancaster Eagle Gazette.

 

There being no further business, motion David Stone, 2nd Phil Renard to adjourn at 8:30 PM.

 

 

