LIBERTY TOWNSHIOP ZONING COMMISSION

 

January 8, 2009, Minutes

 

The Liberty Township Zoning Commission held its organizational meeting on January 8, 2009, in the  Liberty Township Building, 816 W Market St., Baltimore OH 43105.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Chairman Greg Gutman, with the following members present:  Chairman Greg Gutman, Jim Snider, David Stone, Scott Wray, Alternate Phil Renard, Secretary Ruth Crutcher, and Zoning Administrator/Inspector Tom Spring.  Barbara Sellers was absent.

 

All joined in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and a moment of silence for our service men/women.

 

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as corrected.

 

One visitor was present.

 

Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for the 2009 year were elected as follows:

Nominated for Chairman was Greg Gutman.

Nominated for Vice Chairman was Jim Snider

No other nominations were made, so the above members were elected to the respective offices by unanimous approval.

 

Meeting dates and times for the coming year were discussed.  Motion David Stone, 2nd Scott Wray to observe the following schedule:  Monthly meetings will be held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, beginning at 7:30 PM.  Roll call:  all voted yes.

 

Tom Spring noted he is working with David C Keller on road right-of-way, possible zoning violations on Bickel Church Rd.,  and other items, including a report of how many permits were issued in 2008.  Tom noted the trustees would like the Zoning Commission to adhere more closely to their meeting schedule and use the alternate when members cannot be present.

 

Chairman Gutman sent Holly Mateii an e-mail (enclosed), and talked about the enclosed document.  Passed out copies of the current Liberty Township Zoning Map and asked Zoning Board members to study it and mark any inaccuracies they know of, so they can bring it back for discussion next meeting.

 

David Stone talked about the zoning map.  Asked if the Zoning Commission needs to make a map showing proposed changes to zoning areas?  Asked should Zoning Commission and Land Use Committee get together and project where new districts should be?  

 

Tom Spring made comments about the zoning map and proposed areas.

 

Chairman Gutman talked about the R1 districts being changed to RR and wondered how it would work.  Chairman Gutman will ask Holly Mateii how this will work.  Feels the issue right now is to make sure the map is correct.

 

Tom Spring made comments on the R1 changes.

 

David Stone asked if people would probably object to being changed from R1 to RR? This can’t be answered right now.  

 

Tom Spring said he thinks Holly will address this.

 

Discussion about possible objections people might have to changing from R1 to RR.  

 

Jim Snider feels the current R1 areas should be grand fathered in.  

 

Discussion.

 

Scott Wray asked when the Zoning Commission planned to submit questions and notes of comments to Holly Mateii?

 

Chairman Gutman suggested everyone bring their questions and comments to the February meeting where they will be combined and submitted to Holly.

 

Phil Renard asked how long after the new Zoning Resolution will it become law?

 

Chairman Gutman and Tom Spring talked about the process of getting the final draft of the Zoning Resolution to become effective. Tom Spring explained the process of meetings and hearings to accomplish this.  The time frame seems to be approximately six (6) to nine (9) months to complete.

 

David Stone talked about the seminar we attended in Lancaster on how to conduct a Public Hearing.  Noted if you say you are going to follow Roberts Rules of Order you must follow them to the letter. 

 

Chairman Gutman will check his notes from the seminar to help verify what was said about following Roberts Rules of Order.

 

Tom Spring noted the 5th District Court of Appeals has heard the Estep case where each counsel had time to present their side.  Liberty Township should receive the decision soon.

 

Chairman Gutman asked all to study examples of rules from other townships and be ready to discuss them at the February meeting, so the Zoning Commission can put their own rules together soon.

 

There being no further business, motion Jim Snider, 2nd David Stone to adjourn at 8:45 PM

 

 

 

 

Chairman, Greg Gutman                                                        Secretary, Ruth E Crutcher

